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Annual PSWA Holiday Party & Annual General Meeting

PUGET SOUND WELSH ASSOCIATION will hold its holiday potluck party on
Sunday Nov ember 16™ from 1-4 PM.

Mary Lynne Evans will host the party in her home in the
Wedgwood Neighborhood in Seattle.

Email your RSVP to pswa@Puget SoundWelsh.org for exact address .

As required to maintain our 501(c)(3) status we will have a short Annual General Meeting
to report on the organization, give a tantalizing taste of 2026, & vote for your Board.

[PSWA is still looking for volunteers to join the Board, so please contact
President@PugetSoundWelsh.org to indicate your interest today!]

THEN we will launch into a delicious Welsh potluck lunch complete with Welsh cakes,
wassail (both alcoholic and nonalcoholic), and music galore.
Bring your hymnals, Christmas carols, thanksgiving , and pub songs.

Please bring a dish to share and beverages of your choice.
A jolly Welsh time will be had! (Home before dark.)

If you're cold, she's cold

Mary Lynne said she just got a note from the Mari Lwyd,
who threatens an appearance.

We have such a good time together! Mark your
calendars to be there!

Let us know if you need a ride when you RSVP. {
Let her in

Make your own Mari Lwydgifts:
https://welshqiftshop.com/collections/calennimewyear

SAVE THE DATE FOR ST. DAVID @& DAY CELEBRATION 2026!

- - Saturday, February 28, 2026 z
- - Ballard First Lutheran Church, Seattle, WA \
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Our PSWA Annual Picnic

By Laura Lovell (Phois Credit: Chris Mooreddrall)

OnAugust 1Q we celebrated our annual summer
picnic at the home of board members Chris
Moreddrall and Jill Moore. There were about

Ellen Welberdid the honorsas

shealwaysdoes onthe grill. | 6
beginning to wondeisit her last 5
namethat creates the magic praas ¥ | . Lot
Anyway, it is always deliciodId friends and acquaintances caught U an C h ot her

doings, the sun shoneand all had a pleasant time.

The only thing that was missing was singing, which some of us sorely mil$s@dw a s n 0 t
favorable guorum there to allow for all the parts, but otherwise it was great.

Thanks to JillChris,and Nick fortheirgenerous and warm hospitalit\nd, maybe next year someone will
stepuptadog r i | | duti es. - teservédsestyi ve EIl Il en a wel |l

The Best Stories Come From The Drunken Daffodil Pub

By Mary Lynne Evas and Gwen Weinert

We met at our favorite (virtuaub on Septembeé1to hearstoriesfrom our members
They rangel from the classic tthecontemporary, with an impressimember of historic
tales told bydescendantsf Welsh pioneers

Ellen Webber was th2oom expert wheoan a flawless sessioBwen Weinert assisted
Mary Lynne with planing the meetingvhich was aboustorytelling in generaWe began
with an introduction by Mary Lynnevhoreminded ushatstories are set in replaces
and time asdescribed in thbookWhereThe Fok by Russ Williams.

Gwen started with a reading ab&hiannonand Pwyllfrom the Mabinogion Alwyn Vymeistertold usabout a
Welshminister and his wifeme mb e r s ofamilyA whe snet withithe native
tribes in Patagonia and befriendbéém during the 18@. Therewere great photos!

For a dramatic change atimosphere, we heaEllen Webber tell about a haiaising
drive up a onavay mountain road in Irelad@d€oner PasdMary Lynne was her brave
passengerand they lived to tell the taldNext, we heardrom Chrisand ValEnsor
whohadrecently our ed Sai nt F ag aamdnsadea grdat vitieon w
This was followed by an account of enjoying tea with relatbyedill Moore.

We heard fronour treasurer, Chrislooreddrall, who is working on fixing the broken - e
Enumclawto Buckleybridge.It was wonderfuto hear the plannindetails for this prOJectAnotherancestor
storywas told byHeidi Hyatt Scobyabout difeboat crewman wheinglehandedlysaved people imineteenth
centuryWales completely without modern technology!

A little detail from our trip to our virtual pyla person wore funny tshirtthat saigdfil dond t Kk in Welsh
(D wi@dim yn gwybod. This wouldprompt people to ask whétmeant in English

We had a great time at the Drunken Daffpdiid plan to do Storytelling again tkvnter. Once moreour
members willbe invitedto join in the fun, and we want to hegour stories this time!
[Please contagiswa@ugetSoundWelsh.otg participate in planning or storytelling!
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Meet Your Board : Joel Ware IV

Our favorite Santa Claug a Christmas baldy born on December 25!

His family valued learning and encouraged young Jdéten he was four years
old, theygave him an alarm clock and a screwdriver just so he could learn from
taking it apart.Joel says that he has enjoyed unscrewing things ever since.

After high schoqglJoel decided on the US Air Force and was sent to language s
at the Presidio dflonterey. Soon after, he and his gradehool sweethearKayla,
were married and stationed in Okinawa for three yedwosl operated radios on
classified combat missions flown all over Southeast Asia, flying ove080@ir
miles!

They returned to Bellingham in 1972 and both attended Western Washington S
College (now WWU).Joel received what was an unusual degree at the time, a
Bachelor's in Computer Sciencé&he couple soon moved to Phinney Ridge in ,
Seattle and Joel signed on with Boeing, where he worked for forty years until retlrement

In 1983 Joel spied an interesting ad in the back pages of a New Yorker maga¥ifesh Dragon Tie was
advertised for sale at Davi d Mor g aloebvssited therslyop e mesthe s
charming Morgan who encouraged him to join the Welsh language r groaip. Bhét year,Joel became a

founding member of the Seattle Welsh Choir, being the only teate in the tiny choir at many rehearsals.

In 1985, the Puget Sound Welsh Association (PSWA) was formed, with Joel's wife Kayla as its first Présealent.
and Kayla worked tirelessly to build the Association, Bnti994 PSWA sponsored the annual Welsh National
Gymanfa Ganu, now known as NAFOW.

In 1999 Joel joined the newfprmed North American Welsh Choir, and wasarffchoir toursaand concertto
destinationsacross thé&JS, Wales,Argentina,and Canada

Joelproudlyvoluntees with manyorganizationdesides PSWAsome of which includeThe American Legion,
Vietnam Veterans of Ameri¢&lassic Airstream Clukand severalv o me Radlles Derby leagues, where he is a
non-skatingofficial.

Joel was known asochbarfd "red beardi buts o mewher e in the 199006sndheni s b
found a role he lovegoming full circle to honor his Christmas birth date.

St. Davidbs Day laaing 6 P

-By Joel Ware

St. David(Dewi San} is the patron saint of Wales, remembered each year in song \%'
poetry, and s)PSWA is pleased to announce that our annual St. David's Day $ &
Celebration will beneld in Ballard, aBallard First Lutheran Church , onSaturday, o

February 28th, 2026

We look forward to great acoustics for singing, wonderful special music offerings =<
fine Welsh fellowship and merriment for all at the Te Bach which follows.

All are welcome to attendadmission is complimentary with donations graciously accefjieditoro6 s Not e :
Greetersand behind the scenes h&pought now to ensurihe event runs smoothly for all! Can yjoin us?

If you wish to memorialize someone at this St. David's Day, please contact us right away

How do Welsh pe ople eat cheese? ¢é é e e e .é Caerphilly
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In Memory of Elizabeth Menzel

We extend our heartfelt gratitudeNtargaret Gambill for her thoughtfubift made in loving memy of her
mother,ElizabethMenzel. Elizabeth Menzelwas a longiime member of PSWA argteadfast supporter. Her
legacy will continue to support teissionof the PugeSound Welsh AssociatiorDiolch yn fawr, Margaret.

North American F estival of Wales in Ottawa (Through Rain &  Shine!)
By Mary Lynne Evas

i H e a, hearyyehear !0 The sonorous voice of the Ottawa town crierplesdentn high redboots, tr
cornerechat, braid and gold buttons, aadvalking stickb o o med over t he wecondes thédoctle .
American Festival of Walesd he Mayor of Ottawa, the British High Commissionerd amElderof theFirst
Nationsofficially opened the ceremonies with a warm welcamever400 participants from Canada, the United
States, Walesgind PatagonialNational Anthems were sung, and the sun shone.

The festival is held annuallyver Labor Day weekend various cities in the US and Canadad is attended by
people ancestrally associated with Waesgwith otherWelshloving folk.

The celebrations includegala banquets, heritage awards, several grand concerts with the finest talent from Wales,
l i merick, singing and reciting contests, |l ate nigh
practice, Sunday morning worship, seminars on the history and personages of Welsh importance, immigration
stories, book presentations and sigys, storytelling, silent auctions, lessons in harp and voice, production of
Wel sh plays and films, and the Wal es sewdtesd@adWelsha Wo
cakes. One afternoon a street fair treated the audience of citizens of Ottawa and attendees of the conference to f
clog dancing, singingand a Welsh jazz brass band. The skies opened and poured rain on the sturdy Welsh and
friends,but hey wer endét daunted. The | ast day was spent
gathered to sing Welsh hymns in a way most people have not heard hymns sung. The festival always ends with t
singingo f Till five meet again all participantsholding hands. These anew friends for perpetuity.

If you have not attended one of these annual gatherings, it is a bucket list event. My heart is warmed by seeing
friends | have met there, my ears are ringing with music, my step is lightened with cultural knowledge, and | am
renewed to wallback intothis crazy world wdivein. Ne xt year 6s f e Sgringfreld] wi |l |l be
Massachusettsby the Welsh Society of Western New Englgngdvw.WelshWNE.org). Plan to go!!
www.FestivalofWales.org (The limerick contest was won by our own Ellen WeblSereseparate article.

Bronn Journey Concert Schedule
www.bronnjourney.com

Get into theChristmasspirit with an evening or afteroonof Bronn Journeyn harp
accompanied by an ensembldlates, clarnet, piano, and percussiowith choir
fiBreath of Aie.0 See website for CDs, samples, and concert information.

Visit Bronn and Katherineds YouTube <cha
https://www.youtube.com/user/bronnjourney

3 Silverdalei December T 3 Everett T December D"
3 Mt. Vernon i December19" 3 Auburn i December 23

Welsh Dragon stencils to download, print and use for pumpkin carving like
the one my niece did to the right:
https://americymru.net/gaabi/blog/836/free __ -printable -welsh -pumpkin -
stencils -for-halloween -dragon -patterns
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South Sound Night Out of HRyl

South Sound@roup is still on a hiatus ville Chris is working out of town. We pe to have wat of
future meet upssawell as the annual ChnmmsasParty soon! Ifyou would like to host a Night Out at a local
restaurant or your home, please contsatithsound@pugetsoundwelsh.org

Remembering Wyn Morgan

-Alan Upshall

Sadly, we report the passing of Wyn Morgan (Challenger). Wyt
was born in Ystalyfera, near Swansésles With her husband Mike
sheemigrated to Winnipegandthe familylatermoved between several |
cities in North America before settling in Bothell in 1988. i

Wyn and Michael soon joined up with Cor Cymraeg Seattle |
becomingan i ntegr al p ar t Sbefwastaimember lof
the core planning team for the very successful Welsh National Gyma
Ganu (now called the North American Festival of Wakelsich PSWA > 2
hosted in Bellevue in 1994An annual summer Mint Julep party hosted by Wyn and Mike was a speC|aI
occasiorenjoyed bythe Societynembers

Wyn enjoyed poetry very much amaiote many poemBerself, somereflecting onher life in Wales.At
the opening concedf the 1994Bellevue National Gymanfa GanWwyn read her poem about growing up in
Ystalyfera. Afterthe concefta | ady came forward, weeping and ent
back all her own memories tife town

Wyn passed peacefully on August 18 at the age of 89. She will be remembered and missed.

Autumn & Winter Dates of Interest ing Welsh Customs

-Karyn Davies

October 31t - Nos Calan Gaeaf (Winterdb s Ev e )
November 1% - 1%t day of Winter
November 5" - Guy Fawkes Day (Bonfire Night)
December 215 until Twelfth Nighti He | a 6 r(Hustingythe wren)
December 24" - Noson Gyflaith (Toffee Night)
December 25" (3AM i 6AM) i Plygain (church carol singing)
December 25" until Twelfth Night i Mari Lwyd visitations
December 26" -GRy | San&Steffan

Curo Celyn (Holming/Holly beating)
December 31% - Nos Galan Road Races (celebrating Guto Nyth Bréan)
January 1* - Calennig (New Year0 &ift)
January 14" - Hen Galan (Old New Year according to the Julian calendar)
January 25" - St. Dwynwend s [Patson Saint of Lovers)

To learn more about these custom s, watch short videos, and listen to music:
https://nation.cymru/feature/uncover -amazing -welsh -winter -traditions/

PSWA Board Members & Elected Officers

Joel Ware |V, President Ellen Webber, Membership Secretar Bob Matthews Member at Large
PreSIdent@PuqetSoundWeIsh.org Membersh|p@PuqetSoundWe|5h or( PSWADPugetSoundWelsh. org
Ma\%/Ldnne Evans, Vice President Gerri Parry, Member at Large Gwen Weinert, CeEditor

S PugetSoundWelsh.org Webmastér@PugetSoundWelsh.org PSWA®PugetSoundWelsh.org

; PSWA@PugetSoundWelsh.or .
ggwgg%reecit(dsrglljlhg\rﬁglsslﬂlr%rfouth Sound g Jill Moore, Member at Large
g o' Karyn Davies, Events/Cditor PSWA@PugetSoundWelsh.org
SouthSound@PugetSoundWelsh.org PSWA@uqet’SoundWelsh org
y Alan Upshall, Archivist

Laura Lovell . Secreta Newsletter@PugetSoundWelsh.org
PSW/@PuqetSoundV\%lsh org Archives@PugetSoundWelsh.or
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Cyvflaith (Treacle Toffee) makes abouslb (100q)

Ingredients:
40z (@00Q) butter
60z (175g) Demera sugar

Method

ogakwnNE

A drop of milk
2Tbyptreack A drop of vinegar

Melt the buttersugar,and treacle in a pan.

Bring the ingredients to the boil and add the drop of milk and then stir in the drop of vinegar.

Continue cooking for a further 10 mins or until the toffee is set.

Test for setting by putting a few drops of the toffee mixture into cold water. When it is set it will harden at once.
Pour the mixture into a greased tin and mark into squares.

Leave in a cool place to sehd when it is cold, break the toffee into pieces.

Winning Lim erick Entry T Festival of Wales 2025

-Ellen Webber

Here is my winning entry as selected by the audience from the top 5 efiitnestarting line choices were:
The Maple Leaf flag flew on highor Said a foolish young lady from Waées

Said a foolish young lady from Wales
| think | will go have some ales

She took off her top

Propositioned a cop

And found herself touring the jails

Breakfast Aboard The Que en Mary i May 5, 1958

-JoAnne Matsumura
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This Good Morningbreakfast menu offered a variety of choices that
would last you well into a middayeal, gving you time to enjoy the amenities
offered in the various areas of entertainment, or maybe just a nice lounge on
deck- enjoying scenery or other types of entertainment offered. With a capacity
of nearly 2000 passengers, on , bthefres,
is plenty of entertainment.

The Queen Mary left New York April 23, 1958. One can travel around the
world, then home crossing the Atlantic via the Cunard Line.

The Cunard line offered famous fotmt
different cultures, fun and service to make
the crossing an Oextrad vacation on
--for about $24.00 per day.

This British Ocean Liner, The Queen
Mary, had her Maiden Voyage May 27, 1936
andservedpassenger® 1967. Built by John
Brown & Co., in Scotland, and operated during that time by The CWihiri
StarLine. In World WarTwo it was used as a troopship. The vessel was retired
andbeame a hotel and tourist attraction docked at Long Beach, California.

We welcome your contribution s of relevant articles, news, announcements, events, and photos:

Newsletter@PugetSoundWelsh.org
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